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Students are counting on each of us to help them to be successful and to 
#AchievetheGoal. As school administrators we must empower teachers, so teachers will 

empower students to Achieve the Goal. 

 
  
  
  

 

TEST SCHEDULE 
May 10 – EOC English 10 

May 11 – AP Language 

May 11 – KPREP (EL/MS) 
May 12 – KPREP (EL/MS/HS) 
May 13 – KPREP (EL/MS/HS) 
May 13 – AP Human Geography 

May 16 – KPREP (EL/MS) 
May 18 – KPREP (EL/MS) 
May 23 – Senior Finals 

May 24 – Senior Finals 

May 25 – Finals 

May 26 – Finals 

  

 

Don't Stop Believing. Deep into the dark, a torch of victory 
approaches the few that seek to be great. This quote reminds us 
individually and collectively, that if we have the will, we can be 
great. We all have this power individually, specifically students. As 
educators, we must instill confidence in our students, the belief in 
their power to be great, and to embrace challenges as steps in their 
growth to be great. 



  
We often forget that, as educators, we truly have the power and 
ability to change history, if we only embrace the challenge. 
Students need us not to only be great, but to encourage them to 
be great. Students grow each day and we must ensure that 
confidence is embedded, the belief that they can climb the highest 
mountain and face the lowest valley. Many call this stamina, will 
power, confidence, and even grit. My mother always tells me 
“can’t never could do nothing.” I remember that she started telling 
me this early in my life and she continues to reinforce this message 
even today. In elementary, middle and high school, even college, it 
would literally drive me crazy. When I wanted to give up on 
something or allow someone else to step forward and lead, there 
she was reminding me “can’t never could do nothing.” Though I 
didn’t realize until years later, she was developing in me a growth 
mindset and the confidence to tackle any problem. Our students 
need this same reminder every day, to never give up and press 
ahead. 
  
As the high school approached the end of their race last week, the 
elementary and middle school begins their final leg of the race 
beginning this Wednesday. Monday and Tuesday are important as 
these are the last two days that we can ensure students are 
confident as testing begins on Wednesday. We must use Monday 
and Tuesday to praise students, giving them “high fives,” telling 
them how proud we are of them, and we have complete 
confidence in their abilities. More importantly, no matter what – 
they will do just fine. 
  
Our students truly have nothing to fear as our curriculum and long-
term concepts maps are probably among the best in Kentucky. As I 
have said repeatedly our benchmarks are the best. Our 
benchmarks are by far more rigorous than K-preps. Like last year, 
we expect most of our students to walk out of testing feeling good 
and saying that our   instruction and benchmarks prepared them 
for success. Great coaches strive to have game-like practices so 
that players know how to respond masterfully during the game. 
Nick Saban, Head Coach of Alabama, is one of the greatest to ever 
coach college football. He demands excellence in practice so that 
games look like drills. As you look at Alabama’s football team, their 
success level is a result of his (Saban’s) focus on practice. This is 
very similar to our focus in the classroom. Everything we do 
throughout the school year is to make sure that our students win. 
Our benchmarks are closely aligned to the standards and K-Prep, 



which provides students game-like conditions so that they perform 
great, more importantly; they have the confidence to perform 
great. 
  
This spring, as a team, we have worked extremely hard to make 
sure that students are prepared to succeed beginning on 
Wednesday. Classroom teachers have truly defied the odds. What 
we have seen occur in classrooms this year, only builds the 
foundation for what we want to do next year. We have seen 
several teachers working together in classrooms, in many cases, 
collaborating with teachers from different schools in the district – 
all to make sure students are getting the best quality classroom 
instruction possible. We are all ready working on ways that will 
allow teachers to have more time to collaborate next year. What 
we have seen this year, collaboration that is teacher lead – is truly 
amazing! To take it to the next level, we must make sure that 
students have the ability to collaborate across the district – like 
what we saw this spring at the elementary level. Each day, 
teachers are truly charting new trails that will help our students to 
surpass achievement levels.  
  
We must never stop believing that we can reach higher levels. We 
must have confidence in ourselves, as educators. As we believe in 
our work and our plans, our confidence naturally helps students 
feel confident. Everyone has worked extremely hard this year to 
make sure students are successful. We must focus on the many 
positives and learn from our mistakes and setbacks to grow next 
year. Students are pumped and prepared for success. Each time I 
speak to students, they are eager and determined to succeed – this 
is the result of teachers, school administrators and parents.   
 
With only two days left before K-Prep begins, we must now finish 
the job. Focus on student confidence – as "hope is the greatest 
predictor of success.” Be positive and encouraging – students need 
this the last two days of instruction – before testing begins on 
Wednesday (May 11th). We must never stop believing in our 
students and ourselves. We have come too far not to 
#AchievetheGoal. Our students are prepared and ready for success 
thanks in large to the work of our teachers. Todd Whitaker says, 
“The best thing about being a teacher is that it matters. The hardest 
thing about being a teacher is that it matters every day.” Translated 
into our work the next two days – every day counts and students 
need us to be positive and encouraging every day. We must always 
look out the windshield and not in the rear view mirror. We need to 



focus on what can be and not what was or could have been. On 
Wednesday our students raise the bar!  
  
Borrowing a theme from one of our schools, never underestimate 
the power of the underdog.  “The Dark Horse” speeds to the end 
of an incredible race and no matter what… our students win. 
When our students win, we win as educators. Thank you for what 
you do for students! 
  

 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, May 9th District Team Meeting @ 9:00 am (District Office) 

Wednesday, May 
11th 

Monthly Board Work session at 6:00 pm (District Office) 

Wednesday, May 
11th 

Monthly Board Meeting at 7:00 pm (Board Room) 

Thursday, May 
12th 

Monthly Custodial Meeting at 9:00 am (Board Room) 

Thursday, May 
12th  

Superintendent’s Advisory Council @ 4:00 pm (District Office) 

 


